Stallings Frame House
AL-111-B-136

Mi1l Run Road
Vicinity of Twiggtown
First Half-1800's

The Stallings Frame House, in the Spring Gap region of Allegany County
has a rich and varied history. The house was probably built by a man
named Isaac Ward and his slaves before the mid-19th century. The posts,
railing, and balusters on the front porch are all hand-hewn. Ward's
daughter, Eliza Stallings, inherited the property, and it remained in
the Stallings family until the 1950's. The house has many interesting
features including the common two rooms upstairs, two rooms downstairs
arrangement, an enclosed one-flight stairway with a winder, and a low
baseboard and tongue and groove floors which are handmade. The house
is a memorial to a once prominent eastern Allegany County farming family.
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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Stallings Frame House is located on the western side of the Mill Run Road
north of an intersection with Walnut Ridge Road near Twiggtown, Maryland.

This building originally consisted of a two story, three bays wide structure.
Wall construction is frame, probably board and batten, covered with insulbrick
siding.

The building rests on a high foundation of loose rubble fieldstone with no
apparent water table. The gable flank roof is covered with tar paper. Eaves
consist of a simple overhang with rafterends and fascia on the flanks and
frieze on the gabled ends.

One brick chimney located inside end on the north is original. Another
brick chimney is located on the outside end of an addition. The entrance is
located in the center of the eastern facade. The original windows are pegged
with six over six 1ights. They are reported to be handmade and have simple
frames and slipsills.

A gabled frame addition on the western facade on the original has six
1ight casement windows.

The front porch on the west is covered with a shed roof supported by
handhewn posts. The railing and balusters on this porch are also handhewn.
A rear porch is covered with a shed roof supported by decoratively art posts.

The interior is arranged in the common two rooms downstairs and two
rooms upstairs. An enclosed one flight stairway with a winder is Tocated in
the northwestern corner. A low baseboard and tongue and groove floors appear,
and are reported to be handmade. The windows and door have a simply decorated
1intel on the interior.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Stallings Frame House, in the Spring Gap region of Allegany County, has
a rich and varied history. The great-granddaughter of the original owners
of the property, Estelle Stallings Bradley, is still 1living and remembers
many details about the house.

This farmhouse was built before the Civil War, most likely by a man named
Isaac Ward. According to Mrs. David Kerns, present ownerg” of the house, Isaac
Ward came from Virginia with his wife, Sarah, and their slaves. Ward and his
slaves built the house and put up the fences around it.(1) "Originally there
was a very large kitchen with a second floor, the female slaves slept over
the kitchen. It was separated from the balance of the first floor, one had
to go out the kitchen door onto the porch to enter the parlour, as it was
called in those days-- the Kerns dining room. The kitchen was about as
large as the balance of the house ; my ( Mrs. Bradley's) parents told me
it originally had a large fireplace at one end where the cooking was done.

The large kitchen was torn down in 1918 and-the present one was built."(2)

Isaac Ward's will was registered in 1840, and it states that the property
went to Ward's wife Sarah, upon his death, and then passed on to Ward's daughter
Eliza. Ward left his wife "four blacks named Nancy, John, Nelson, and Massa"
and left Eliza "three blacks named Harriet, Susannah, and Rebecca."(4)

Mrs. Bradley's grandparents were John and Eliza Ward Stallings. They
sold the property known as the Isaac Ward farm in 1877 to their son, Aaron
P. Stallings.(5) This farm included tracts of land known as "STiding Place,"
"Eliza's Bower," and "Ward's Rectitude.'(6) Mrs. Bradley mentioned that her
great-great grandparents were Edward and Nancy Ward. "Edward Ward was the
original owner of the acreage called "Ward's Rectitude." He gave (it) to
his son by deed; at that time he was 1iving in Ohio."(7)

This house was owned by members of the Stallings family until Mrs.
Bradley sold it to the Kerns family in the 1950's.(8) It is a reminder of a
once-prominent eastern Allegany County farming family and their way of 1ife.

(continued)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 5 ° 7 Acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
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EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NaMe/TITLE Dayid A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator
Shara Goodwin, Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE

Allegany County Histori¢ Site Survey April 2, 1979
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

3 Pershing Street 777-5944
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Cumberiand Marvland 21502

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS. 1108
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Footnotes

(1) Interview with Mrs. David Kerns, March 14, 1979. Mrs. Kerns' information
came from Mrs. EstelleS. Bradley's cousin, a Mr. Perdew.

(2) Letter from Mrs. Estelle S. Bradyle, March 22, 1979

(3) Allegany County Wills, Liber A. Filio 468.

(4) Ibid

(5) Allegany County Land Records, Liber 48 Filio 692

(6) Ibid

(7) Letter already cited.

(8) Interview with Mrs. Kerns, This fact is not documented by Land Records, but is true.



TITLE SEARCH

Stallings Frame House
Mi11 Run Road
AL-111-B-136

Allegany County Deed: Liber 459, Folio 566

Grantee: David J. and Margaret Kerns Date:December 27, 1972
Grantor: Estelle S. Bradley
Note: 5.7 Acres

Allegany County Deed: Liber 248, Folio 337

Grantee: Estelle S. and Townsend Bradley Date: March 13, 1953
Grantor: Blanche R. and Martin Evans
Note: formerly known as Home farm of Aaron P. Stallings

Allegany County Deed: Liber 134 Folio 368

Grantee: Blanche Robinette and Frederick L. (her husband) Date: September 21, 1920
Grantor: Austin A. Wilson, Trustee Consideration: $2,500
Notes: Blanche daughter of Aaron P. Stallings, et al complainants in

Equity 8650 Estelle Stallings daughter of Aaron P. Stallings
et al defendants property included "Ward's Rectitude"-260.5 acres
"Eliza's Bower"-7 1/8 acres, and "S1iding Place"- 57 acres

Allegany County Deed: Liber 48, Folio 692
Grantee: Aaron P. Stallings Date: May 18, 1877
Grantor: John T. and Eliza (Ward) Stallings

Allegany County Wills: Liber A, Folio 468

Grantee: Sarah Ward and Eliza Stallings Date: May, 1840
Grantor: Isaac Ward
Notes: Isaac Ward left Sarah 4 blacks named Nancy, John, Nelson, Massa.

He left Eliza 3 blacks named Susannah, Harriett, and Rebecca.
Property went to wife, Sarah, then daughter, Eliza.
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Baltinmore, Marylez:d

Yarch 22, 1579

Miss Shora Goodwin,
3 Pershing Ste,
Cumberland, Maryl-nd

Deor #ics Goodwin,

The farm house on Cresap HMill Run Road dates
back before the Civil War, I don't know how long before
¢r who built it. iy grand parents died long before I was
born, and I was in my early teens when my parents died.
4t that early sge I wasn't too interested in ny zncestors,
unfortunatelye.

Originally there was a very lszrge kitchen with
a second floor, tue female sl-ves slept over the kitchen.
it wzs sevar.ted from the bslance of the first floor, one
had to go out the kitchen door onto the rorca to enter the
parlour,as it was called in those days--the Kerns dining
roome. ihe kitchen was asbout s large as the balance of the
house; my parents told me it originally had & large fire-
vlace =t one 2nd where the ccoking was uonee. “he lurge
kitchen was torn down in 1918 uznd the present one was tuilte.

1y grand porents John and zZliza Ward Stallings
lived in the house, I don't know if my great-grand p rants
Isaac and Sarah Ward lived there or not, perhaps there were
other houses on the acreage =t that time. B

iy great~great grand parents were Idward =znd
N:ncy Ward. Edward Ward was the originzl owner of the acreage
called "Ward's Hectitude¥ He guve to his son by deedj at
that time he was living in Chio.

I hove o copy of Isaac Ward's will in which
he mentions nemes of sluves left to his wife Surch, also to
his doughter :#liza Werd Stellings. “he date on the will is 1840,

I hd not he=rd ~bout my great-grandf=tiher
coriing from Virginis until lirs Kerns tolc me. Some years ago
Yambers of my aunt Ginny's {Virginia) Perdew's fzmily vicsited
the fz:rm, Mrs kern's said the m:n who gave her the information
was quite olde I presumed thet hs was ifunt Virginic Perdew's
sone. It sounds rozsoncble for tihe fuct that I doubt if there
were other =laves in that immedi te ar-wze. Isaac ward coulc
have migr ted to Virgini- =2s » young mon, married «nd lived
there for some time, then returned to Maryland with hie - ife
and slaves.

If you wish to contact membe:s of the Perdow
femily tiey lived in ilic Choneysville, Poe areo, which izn't
for from Flintstone, Mde iiy cunt wos born :nd rzisec ot the
farm house, perhaps ghe pussed inform tion on to her children
and groand childrene Her daughter is desd, but she had =
number of gr.nd sons, their l-st ncme iz Beck. Jhe lso had
a grané dsughter Mary Beck Swartzwelder, I don't know her
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husband's first n.me. Their address was Houte 1, Flintstcne,
Md.

Unfortun«tely I h-ven't kept up with the cousins on
that side of the family.

I do hope the informsiion I've given you will be of

some helpe.Ilf you zre «ble to get any more informstion ple:sse
p=ss it zlong to me, I will ve interested.

Sincerely,

Estelle S Bradley

/éidiiu;~:>J423£

—

Mrs. Townsend Bradley
100 W. Cold Spring Lane
Baltimore, Maryland 21210
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INVENTORY NO: AL -({{-8 - (3(9 DATE : CV'Z/Z 3

REMODELING: Drastic, moderate, minor

naveE oF PROPERTY: __ STG((1lag g F/‘Q(M? House
LOCATION OF PROPERTY: M Rung Road
DIRECTION DWELLING FACES: Sast
NAME OF oWnER: Jautd Kenrng
ADDRESS: Mill Run  Road

QOld 4o n

STORIES: 1( ) 2(V 3( ) 4C ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS: 1( ) 2( ) 3 4( ) 50 ) 6( ) 7() ()

WINGS, ADDITIONS: OW L). (S ble f/UWLQ, © étgmL @MW

DWELLING SHAPE: (square, cross, rectangular)

WALL CONSTRUCTION:

) FRAME: Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten (type?)
- () BRICK: Bond type - common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants.
( ) STONE: Bond type - rubble, ashlar (random or reqular), quoins-plain, rusticated

( ) LOG ) N
(V] OTHER: Coverings MSUI br)C/K

WALL FEATURES: Belt Course, Pilasters, Others
FOUNDATIONS: High, Low, Brick, Stone RUBB(C - P"-'{/ds%om |

WATER TABLE: None, Plain, Beveled, Moulded Brick
‘ - SIMPLL - RAMZ
WINDOYS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/6(H 9/6( ) 9/9( ) other( ) sipsILL s
pegged(\é nailed( ) wide( ) narr(ow( ) mltr?d ) pediment( ‘9
ENTRANCE,DOORS:  LOCATION:(onfpr Sas @ 90T (it interi 61 Joog s A

HARDWARE: original( ) replaced(V) Lot s
FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN
Paneled, Vertical, Horizontal Boards

;. CORNI BARGE - FAVES: (crown, fascia, soffit, bed)
i original(v) replaced( ) rafter ends, modillions, dentils, frieze, architrave

ROOY: Gable front, Gable flank, Hip, Shed, Mansard, Gambrel, Flat, Dormers
MATERIAL: wood shingles, slate, tin. asohaltnﬂ?A%@lnal( ) replaced( D

PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed(¥) hip( ) gable( )Ma}waﬂl P%f m( ba(us{@fg

- CHIMNEYS: Number: <. Brick(+ Stone( ) Corpeled( ) original(/) replaced(/)
Location: Flush end( ) Inside‘tiod( ) Outside end(.A Central( ) Interior( )
071
ARCHES: Door & Windows: Keystone, Flat, Segmental, Semicircular
e, 2 fooms P «dowa @mdoacﬁ l
HENTS: i’ét—a([\ winde r NW Cornen -

e ol How i 1
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